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primitive mind many of us might find impossible to justify, a mere 
pet aversion, what then? Impossible not only to justify, but in 
many cases impossible to feel, what then? To make others suffer 
far an unjustifiable aversion, to make them suffer for an aversion 
no longer even felt, that, it may be, is as valid a definition of wanton 
cruelty as we can make. 

Elsie Clews Parsons. 
New York City. 



KEVIEWS AND ABSTRACTS OP LITERATURE 

Le Probleme Mondial. Studies in International Politics. Alberto 

Torres. Rio de Janiero. 1913. Pp. 212. 

Here are ten essays on war and peace which deserve attention. South 
Americans have long been famous for their researches in the field of 
international law, and Torres continues the traditions. He has written 
a book which would have been impossible in any European land. It is the 
work of a man who stands far from the chancelleries and free from their 
traditions and bad habits. It is a vision in long perspective; and, like all 
such visions, its background is huge — a sizable slice of the universe, in 
fact. Torres here attempts to interpret war and peace in the light of our 
whole range of knowledge about mankind and mankind's history. For 
instance, he attacks the old question : " Is war a primitive state of human 
nature, and does the struggle for existence (survival of the fittest) underlie 
all social life and determine social organization ? " And he turns for evi- 
dence to anthropology. The results are, to put it mildly, startling. Torres 
concludes that the notion of a primordial helium, omnium contra omnes 
is sheer fancy, a poetic perversion either of Darwinism or else of con- 
ditions which exist in our own day as a result of politics. Primitive people, 
he finds, are not bellicose. They do not wage war, except in those rare 
cases when drought brings famine or a pestilence drives them from their 
home region and forces them to invade the lands of other tribes. How, 
then, does war arise? Generally through upper-class politics. Priest, 
king, and rich man, working insidiously in many ways, gradually build up 
the notion that the small tribal group has rights over against other 
groups; that it can persist and prosper only by enforcing these rights; 
and that it can enforce them only by an appeal to force. 

" The philosophy of those who govern is not idealistic. It is not even 
realistic," says the author. " It is merely a conventional philosophy. 
Government ... is carried on by average ideas." By this last phrase, 
the author seems to mean no genuine ideas at all. An " average idea " is 
one which the ruler reaches by some simple process of striking an arith- 
metical middle between real ideas. In short, it is a blend of irrational 
compromises and pure fictions of a popular sort. It is exemplified by 
such notions as "race purity," "race superiority," "the high destiny of 
the race," and so on. The worst of all these is the notion of war. It is 
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accepted, says Torres, as the only apparent reality. "But it is a fiction 
which, is endurable to souls who would be terrified if they had to reason, 
step by step, before doing anything." 

There can be only one outcome to the modern war mania, we read. 
" The military phase of civilization will end with a great militaristic 
crisis in Germany. This fatality might be prevented or mitigated by 
other world powers. . . . Germany believes she has the right to grow. 
If the powers grant this and also see the necessity of ending the long 
period of military agitation, they may bring to pass a world-peace by 
giving Germany territories in uncivilized lands." This, by the way, was 
written two years before the outbreak of the world-war. 

The most interesting suggestion in the volume is the author's plan 
for bringing the war epoch to an end. Convinced that the whole political 
system, monarchical and republican alike, constantly tends to deal with 
vast social problems in terms of " average ideas " and fiction, Torres would 
have people cease hoping for deliverance from war through government 
agency. He looks forward to a great international committee of un- 
official experts who will study business and political conditions which make 
for war and will give the widest publicity to their findings. In elaborating 
this idea, Torres scores a point which the peace-workers of North America 
may well note. He doubts the efficiency of devices like the Hague Tribu- 
nal in preventing war. The trouble with them is twofold: in the first 
place, tribunals are judicial and must decide cases according to judicial 
principles, whereas the causes of most wars are irrational and incapable of 
adjudication under any code of procedure; and, secondly, cases between 
nations would inevitably be referred to such tribunals too late, inasmuch 
as the causes of war and the forces which organize nations for it always 
are at work shaping events long before, under existing political and 
diplomatic methods, the grievances of nations are allowed to be published 
abroad. 

Sefior Torres's book is most ambitious. In this lies its chief defect. 
Had it been twice as long and twice as thorough, it would have gained 
immensely in convincing power. Compact and sketchy as it is, though, 
it affords stimulating reading. 

W. B. Pitkin. 
Columbia University. 

Antike Schriften ilber Seelenheilung und Seelenleitung auf ihre Quellen 
untersucht. Paul Rabbow. I. Die Therapie des Zorns. Leipzig: 
B. G. Teubner, 1914. Pp. 198. 

Ancient ethical philosophy passed through various stages. Before the 
advent of Socrates we are scarcely entitled to speak of ethics: morals 
existed, but such teaching of morals as there was had practical ends in 
view. As such it had failed to establish fundamental principles and hence 
was uncertain and contradictory. Socrates, too, was intensely practical 
in aim, but felt the need of removing the absurd rubbish of the too prac- 
tical Sophists and arriving at clear and well-defined concepts as a basi3 
for knowledge and conduct. Himself a missionary, he left no writings, 



